
May 4, 2014
Battery Park, Burlington

WHERE & WHEN: 
Battery Park, downtown Burlington • Walk begins at 2 p.m.; volunteers hours: 9 a.m.- 6 p.m. 

WHO: 
Up to 1,500 walkers of all ages, from schools, social and religious organizations, businesses 
and neighborhoods. Individuals and all types of groups come together from across the region 
to participate in the annual COTS Walk. About 200 volunteers participate, too.

WHAT:
A 3-mile walk through downtown Burlington and surrounding neighborhoods that follows the 
route a person who is homeless might travel to receive shelter and services, visiting COTS 
shelters and programs along the way. This is the one day of the year that COTS opens its 
shelters to the community so people can see how their pledges are put to use.

WHY:
COTS is a nonprofi t organization that provides shelter, prevention relief, services, and tran-
sitional and permanent housing to families and individuals who are homeless or at risk of 
becoming homeless in Vermont. The COTS Walk has two purposes: 

1. Raise public awareness about homelessness in our community; and 

2. Raise money to support COTS shelters, homelessness prevention, and services for 
Vermonters who are homeless or at risk of losing their homes. Last year COTS served 
more than 2,000 people, both in shelter and in the community, including 191 families.

GOAL: 
We plan to raise $175,000 to support COTS shelters and services in the coming year.

ROUTE: 
The Walk is a 3-mile trek around downtown Burlington starting from Battery Park. Led by the 
drummers of  Sambatucada, participants walk down the Church Street Marketplace, along 
Main Street and into surrounding neighborhoods. Along the way, walkers are invited into 
COTS shelters to see COTS facilities “up close and personal.” The walk takes about an hour 
and concludes back at Battery Park, where walkers are greeted by music and Ben & Jerry’s 
ice cream.

TURN OVER TO LEARN HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE 

VOLUNTEER



Volunteer Opportunities
► Get involved before the Walk

Volunteers help give COTS facilities a spring cleaning before the Walk. They also help 
spread the word about the Walk by putting up posters, delivering Walk packets and 
making posters to decorate the Walk path.

► Help with set-up or cleanup.
For early risers, you can help mark the Walk route, set up tables and registration 
materials or blow up balloons. For those who like to help after the crowds have 
disappeared, we need strong arms to help with cleanup, too!

► Be a crossing guard
We make sure to have crossing guards all along the Walk route. These trusted volunteers 
help ensure the safety and security of all the Walkers.

► Help with Battery Park -- from the kids’ tent to registration
 We have a large crew at Battery Park, who do evertyhing from overseeing the kids’ tent
 (with face painting, crafts and other activities), to checking in walkers as they arrive.

► Host Walkers at various stops on the Walk
 Volunteers help host walkers as they arrive at the various COTS programs.

► And much, much more ...
 These are just a sampling of volunteer opportunities at the Walk. If you want to help, there 
 are many, many more ways to volunteer. Call our volunteer coordinator, Gillian, at (802)
 540-3084, Ext. 207, or email her at gilliant@cotsonline.org.

COMMITTEE ON TEMPORARY SHELTER
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“When we came (to the COTS Family Shelter), we had no idea what was going to 
happen to us. With two kids, not knowing if you are going to have a roof over your 
head after your six months at COTS are up is just about the scariest thing ever.  But 
all the help you and everyone provided us made it possible. You help the hopeless 
and lost to get back on their feet and fi nd their way again, and for that, we will be 
forever grateful to COTS and all of you who work so hard to help the people who 
need it the most. We will never forget everything you have done for our family.”

-- A thank you card from a family who stayed in a COTS family shelter

Why your help matters so much


